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able plans for my behaviour towards my new lovers and * old friends, that I have received this favour of fortune with an air of disappointment. This is interpreted by all who know not the springs of my heart as a wonderful piece of humility. I hope my present state of mind will grow into that; but I confess my conduct to be now owing to another cause. However, I know you will approve my taking hold even of imperfections to find my way towards virtue, which is so feeble in us at the best, that we are often beholden to our faults for the first appearances of it. I am, " Sir,
" Your most humble Servant,
" CHLOE."
No. 2,o8.                                   [STEELE.
From Saturday^ Aug. 5, to ^Tuesday-, Aug. 8, 1710.
Si dixeris " asstuo," sudat.-------
Juv., Sat. iii. 103.
From my own Apartment, Aug. 7.
An old acquaintance who met me this morning seemed overjoyed to see me, and told me, I looked as well as he had known me do these forty years : but, continued he, " not quite the man you were when we visited together at Lady Brightly's. Oh, Isaac! those days are over. Do you think there are any such fine creatures now living as we then conversed with ? " He went on with a thousand incoherent circumstances, which, in his imagination, must needs please me; but they had the quite contrary effect. The flattery with which he began, in telling me how well I wore, was not disagreeable; but his indiscreet
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